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Political philosophy is a popular contemporary philosophical research area. 
The concern about how to construct an ideal government is crucial in political 
philosophy. The author chooses two significant representatives in the history of 
Chinese and western philosophy to do a comparison, based on analyzing the 
reasonable and unreasonable parts of their political concern, so as to prove that 
elite democracy is a better way of ruling rather than mass democracy. And Elite 
ruling is an essential method to realize good government. 
Mencius is an important Confucian philosopher, whose thoughts about the 
policy of benevolence and ruling by virtue affect the later development of 
Confucianism and Chinese history. While John Stuart Mill’s masterpieces, 
namely On Liberty and Considerations on Representative Government, are 
classics in the history of western political philosophy. His philosophy, which 
belongs to both Utilitarianism and Liberalism, enlightens the Britain society in 
that period, and offers reference to the development of other countries as well. 
The author delivers her opinion centering on the relationship between elite 
democracy and good government. The thesis consists of three chapters. In the 
first chapter, the author focuses on the concept analysis. She discusses the 
development of the concept of “Elite”, the basic values about “elites” conveyed 
by Mill and Mencius, and the roles the people and the elite play respectively 
during the process of decision making in the government. The second chapter 
presents the general value of good governance in Chinese and western 
philosophy and the characteristics of a good government. In this chapter, the 
author refines the specific design of a good government made by the two 
philosophers. She assumes both philosophers believe the order, the small size, 
the responsibility and the spirit of democracy matters a lot when it comes to the 
elements of a good government. In the end, the author suggests that the 
















are three methods for elite democracy to realize good government. 
To sum up, the author adopts the approach of literature comparison and 
concept analysis to generalize the philosophy of Mencius and Mill. Despite it 
being an outlining research, there are some original thoughts provided in the 
thesis. The superiority of elites both morally and mentally leads them to be the 
better ruling class than the mass. However, the opinions of the mass should also 
be represented properly. A good government should offer reasonable ways to 
help the normal people to become the elite so as to realize the elite circulation. 
Hence, elite democracy is the best form of a government. 
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